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	On Al Nakba Day; the Palestinians in Diaspora Estimated To About 5 Millions
PALESTINE, May15, 2005 (IPC+PCBS) ---The Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics (PCBS) announced on the 57th anniversary of 1948 NAKBA (Catastrophe) that the Palestinians in Diaspora estimated to about 5 millions, mainly they are in Jordan (about 3 millions) Syria and Lebanon (about 0.9 million) and the rest are distributed on other Arab and west countries including Europe, U.S.A and Latin America. 
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The Percentage of refugees constitutes about half of the Palestinians in Diaspora which represent itself in the Palestinian territories also. Based on UNRWA records for the end of 2004, the number of Palestinian refugees in Jordan, Syria, Lebanon, West Bank and Gaza amounts to 4.2 millions, who are living partly in 59 camps distributed by 10 Camps in Jordan, 10 camps in Syria, 12 camps in Lebanon, 19 camps in the West Bank and 8 camps in Gaza Strip, the PCBS indicated. 

The PCBS reported that the population of the Palestinian territories is estimated to ( 3.762) million at the mid of 2005 thereof 2.372 million in the West Bank and 1.390 million in Gaza Strip, (1,905,642 are males and 1,856,363 are females).

The statistical report heeded the attention that the estimated population of the Palestinian territories in mid of 2010 is (4.410) million, thereof (2.737) million in the West Bank and (1.673) million in Gaza Strip. 

It also shows that the number of Palestinian people in Jerusalem governorate is 398,633 in mid 2005; including (249,183) live in the part Israel occupied in 1967 and (149150) in the rest of the Jerusalem. 

The estimates disclosed that 46.0% of the population in the Palestinian territories is less than 15 years; 44.2 % in the West Bank and 49.1 % in Gaze Strip. The percentage of Palestinians aged 65 years and above in the Palestinian territories is 3.1% (3.3% in the West Bank and 2.6% in Gaze Strip). The median age in the Palestinian territories in mid 2005 is (16.7) years, in West Bank (17.7) years, and Gaze Strip (15.4) years.

The report said the Nakba considered as the black mark of the Palestinian modern history; from one side the Palestinians were displaced and lost their homes and lands, and on the other side, they were scattered all over the world and suffered all kinds of misfortune.

The report noted that Four years of Intifada and closures have plunged the Palestinian economy in deep recession. Real per capita income is estimated to have been declined by 35 to 40 percent between 1999 and 2003, and real per capita consumption by 30 to 35 percent and employment has fallen significantly. This is reflected in unemployment rates which rose from 10 percent before the Intifada to 26 percent in 2003.

As for the Israeli settlement in the oPt, the report said according to 2003 data, the number of occupation sites in the Palestinian territories totaled 342, including 316 in the West Bank and 26 in Gaza Strip.

Data indicate that the number of settlers in the Palestinian territories in 2003 reached 429,160 settlers including 421,565 in the West Bank and 7,595 in Gaza Strip.

According to 2003 data the highest number of settlers living in the Jerusalem Governorate (234,880 settlers) 184,589 of them live at (J1) that part of Jerusalem, which was annexed forcefully by Israel following the latter's occupation of the West Bank in 1967), in Ramallah 63,756 settlers. The lowest number was in Deir Al-Balah Governorate (380 settlers).

Tackling the bitter impacts of the apartheid - land grab - the PCBS's report said that 101 Palestinian Localities were affected by the Expansion and Annexation Wall, including 416 thousand Palestinians, 19 localities of which become west of the wall including, 22 thousand Palestinians.

And results indicates that the area of confiscated land since the building of the Wall until end of February 2004 is about 270,558 donums, most of it in the north of the West Bank, as 87.7% of the confiscated land is in the north of the West Bank.

The rate of unemployment in the localities affected by the expansion and annexation wall amounted to 30.9%, (25.2% west of the wall and 31.6% east of the wall).

The immediate results of the Nakba are occupying more than three quarters of Palestine land, destroying 531 localities and displaced and expelled about 85% of the Palestinian Population. 

The estimation of the Palestinians who remained in their homeland in 1948 territories after the Nakba amounted to 154,000 persons, compared with 1, 1 millions persons in the 57th anniversary. The sex ratio is 103.4 males per 100 females, and the percentage of persons aged less than 15 years is amount to 41.2% for total population, compared with 3.1% of them aged 65 years and over.

The data reveal that about 25% of the Palestinians recently in Israel exposed to at least one kind of their estate confiscations. Since the Nakba, 15.1% of them who still behind the green line are considered as displaced

As for the education situation, the PCBS report indicated that the literacy rate is 94.4% among persons aged 15 years and over, and the education enrolment rate for persons aged 5-17 years is 97.8%, while this rate is 77% for persons aged 18 years and over.

The January-March 2005 Round of the Labor Force Survey Series conducted by the Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics reveals that the labor force participation rate in the Palestinian territories is 39.7% (41.1% in West Bank and 36.6% in Gaza Strip). 

The unemployment rate was 26.3%, 22.6% in West Bank and 34.0% in Gaza Strip.

The average daily wage for the Palestinian wage employees was 71.1 NIS in the West Bank, 59.8 NIS in Gaza Strip, and 121.8 NIS in Israel and the Israeli settlements during the 1st quarter 2005.
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